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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . The communication is in response to interview held on 22 March 2007. The 
finality of the previous rejection has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious by 
Sloane (5,91 1,132) in view of Hanson (6,868,074). 

4. As per claim 1 , Sloane teaches a computerized integrated emergency medical 
transportation database system (Sloane; Abstract). The system comprises a medical 
emergency database configured to store clinical encounter information, patient 
demographic data, and transport information (Sloane;. Col. 1, lines 48-59). 

Sloane does not expressly teach a demographic audit module in communication with 
the medical emergency database. 

Sloane does not expressly teach the demographic audit module configured to 
determine whether sufficient patent demographic data exists in the medical emergency 
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database and to search other databases in an attempt to obtain missing demographic 
information. However, these features are well known in the art as evidenced by 
Hanson. In particular, Hanson teaches the data device first searching for existence of 
data in the internal database (Hanson; Col. 4, lines 42-45) and then if the data does not 
exist in the data device contacting another centralized database (Hanson; Col. 4, lines 
51-56). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add these 
features to the Sloane teachings with the motivation of enabling automatic transmission 
of user characteristics that will aid in medical triage, diagnosis and treatment (Hanson; 
Col. 2, lines 49-50). 

5. As per claim 2, Sloane does not expressly teach the demographic audit module 
is additionally configured to document one or more attempts to obtain any missing 
demographic information. However, this is an obvious variant of the Sloane teachings. 
Sloane does teach a daemon scanning the records looking for incomplete transactions 
and then sending an e-mail to obtain the missing information (Sloane; Col. 7, lines 65- 
67). It would have been obvious to vary this teaching of Sloane with the motivation of 
providing useful diagnostic information to physicians or other health care professionals 
(Sloane; Col. 1, line 65 to Col. 2, line 2). 

6. As per claim 3, Sloane fails to teach the demographic audit module is additionally 
configured to apply modifiable data collection rules associated with a payer type to 
determine whether sufficient patient demographic data exists in the medical emergency 
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database. However, this feature is well known as evidenced by Hanson. In particular, 
Hanson teaches comparing the distance between the location and the nearest 
emergency provider. If it is within a certain distance, the device determines the protocol 
(Hanson; Col. 4, lines 45-50). Examiner interprets the comparing of the distance and 
determining if it is within a certain distance to read on a "modifiable data collection rule." 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add these features to the 
Sloane teachings with the motivation of enabling automatic transmission of user 
characteristics that will aid in medical triage, diagnosis and treatment (Hanson; Col. 2, 
lines 49-50). 

7. As per claim 5, Sloane teaches a method of auditing demographic data in an 
integrated emergency medical transportation database system (Sloane; Col. 7, lines 60- 
64). Sloane teaches a method comprised of collecting at least clinical encounter 
information, patient demographic information and transport information into a medical 
emergency database (Sloane; Col. 1, lines 48-59) and recording attempts to obtain 
missing demographic information (Sloane; Col. 7, lines 65-67). 

However, Sloane fails to teach applying a modifiable data collection rules 
associated with a payer type to determine whether sufficient patient demographic data 
exists in the medical emergency database. This is the same feature is recited in claim 3 
and the reason for rejection is incorporated herein. 
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8. As per claim 6, Sloane discloses a method where in the other databases are 
located within the emergency medical transportation database system (Sloane; Col. 6 
line 54). 

9. As per claim 7, Sloane discloses a method wherein other databases are external 
to the emergency medical transportation database system and can be accessed via a 
network (Sloane; Col. 2 line 64 to Col. 3 line 16). 

10. As per claim 8-9, Sloane in view of Hanson discloses an integrated emergency 
medical transportation database system having a data accuracy filter module with the 
same limitations and features as the demographic audit module as disclosed in claims 
1-2 and 4 and the reasons for rejection are incorporated herein. 

11. As per claim 10, the same feature of applying a data collection rule to determine 
whether sufficient data exists in the database is recited in claim 3 and the above reason 
for rejection is incorporated herein. 

12. Claims 4 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious by Sloane 
(5,911,132) in view of Hanson (6,868,074) in further view of Kessler (2001/0034618). 

1 3. As per claim 4, Sloane does not expressly teach the system additionally 
comprised of a billing module in communication with the medical emergency database, 
the billing module receiving data from the demographic audit module. However, this 
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feature is well known in the art as evidenced by Kessler. Kessler teaches a Health Care 
Payment and Compliance System (HCPACS) (Kessler; Pg. 5, para. 102). Examiner 
interprets the HCPACS to read on a "billing module." It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to add this feature to Sloane with the motivation of simplifying 
and accelerating the process of providing health care to beneficiaries (Kessler; Pg. 1, 
Para. 10). 

14. Claim 1 1 repeats the limitations of claim 4 and the reasons for rejection are 
incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linh-Giang "Michelle" Le whose telephone number is 
571-272-8207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM - 5PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

[l_ e Robert Woryy\ 




